3g-Hydroxypregnenes with a double bond at Cz4 can be used as the starting materials for syntheses of steroid aBlycones. One of the methods of obtaining compounds of this type is the reduction of 14, 16-dienes with sodium in propanol or with lithium in liquid ammonia [1] .
3g-Hydroxypregnenes with a double bond at Cz4 can be used as the starting materials for syntheses of steroid aBlycones. One of the methods of obtaining compounds of this type is the reduction of 14, 16-dienes with sodium in propanol or with lithium in liquid ammonia [1] .
In order to obtain allopregnane-14, 16-diene, we subjected 3B-hydroxyallopregn-16-en-20-one acetate (I) to allyl bromination with N-bromosuccinimide in carbon tetrachloride solution [2] . The subsequent splitting off of hydrogen bromide was carried out by boiling the bromide with a solution of sodium iodide in acetone [3] . The crude diene was chromatographed through a column of silica gel. The column was eluted with a mixture of benzene and ethyl acetate in a ratio of 30:1. The first fractions of eluate contained the unchanged allopregn-16-ene acetate (I) and the later fractions the diene (II), which had mp 175-178 ° C (from a c e t o n e -m e t h a n o l ) ; [ a ]~ +416.0 :t 2.5 = (c 1.70; chloroform). UV spectrum; xCzH5 OH 310 m~ (log e 4.I5) [4] . The yield of II taking into account the allopregn-16-ene acetate (I) recovered was 40=4"'5=~. Saponification of the acetate (II) with potassium hydroxide in tertiary butyl alcohol [4] 
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